      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th September 2021 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs., Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance, Taylor

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
LCC Cllr Eddie Pope

There were three members of the public.
1034/21    To receive apologies

       Cllr. Pryke
1035/21    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 20th July 2021
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th July 2021 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

1036/21        To receive Declaration of Interest
Cllr Pickavance declared an interest in planning app 2021/0994/FUL 1, Sluice Lane. Rufford. His brother owns the property.
1037/21 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
John Davis spoke about FP23 Holmeswood. A neighbour had blocked the public footpath of which he is near to this path and received complaints from the public over the blockage. LCC Cllr Eddie Pope stated LCC have served a legal notice on his neighbour to remove the blockage.
Lawrence Critchley spoke about flooding issues on the A59 and swing bridge near the National Trust land. Could the Parish Council ask David Ainscough, contractor to inspect meadow Lane with regards to the flooding?
The meeting was reconvened.

1038/21    To consider planning applications as below:

2021/0994/FUL  1, Sluice Lane, Rufford

Variation of condition No2 of planning permission 2018/0210/FUL to build in accordance with approved plans.

It was resolved the council support this application.

Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2021/0774/FUL Oakwood, Flash Lane, Rufford

Rear extension with dormer over, reclad dormers to front, external materials alterations and front porch extension.
Planning decisions refused.

NONE
Prior approval planning

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

1039/21   To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022550   Ray Wilkins park maintenance 




     £375.00

022551   CJ Pennington grass cutting




    
     £540.00

022552   K Newsham Clerk’s salary, admin and expenses


     £756.12

022553   Shaw & Sons Ltd. –new receipt payment book


     £78.00

022554   P Brookfield park gates monies and bins



     £90.00

022555   CP Grimshaw  tree work





     £156.00

022556   CJ Pennington   grass cutting



                 £211.70

022557    LALC yearly subscription





    £507.66

022558    Holmeswood Village Hall 21/22 grant



   £2000.00

022559    Rufford Village Hall 21/22 grant




   £1814.00

022560   Crossley & Davis auditors





    £870.00

022561    KC Computers






    £62.98

022562    Ray Wilkins  park maintenance




    £805.95

022563    Ray Wilkins park maintenance extra



    £295.00

022564    K Newsham Clerk’s salary, admin and expenses


    £627.11 022565    P Brookfield gate monies and bins




    £84.19 

022566    CA Pearson  tennis court maintenance



     £126.50

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
Income 

Rufford & Holmeswood FC towards pitch maintenance -  July                     £200.00

VAT refund 6/8/2021






          £1,731.24

Rufford Village Hall refund towards roof grant

                       £ 314.00

VAT refund 1/9/2021






          £3,579.48

Rufford & Holmeswood FC towards pitch maintenance  - August 
               £100.00

1040/21  To pay Yates Playgrounds for completion of MUGA
£53,000.00 + VAT 20%



                                   £63,600.00

It was resolved by the council now the project is completed to pay Yates Playgrounds.

1041/21  Discuss Boundary Commission Survey

It was resolved that the council be kept informed by Cllr Gordon on this issue.

1042/21 Flood Risk

It was resolved by the council that the clerk write to Andy Brown, Environment Agency about what their strategy is for Rufford & Holmeswood.
1043/21  Highways 
Discussed speeding and traffic concerns on New Road/Holmeswood Road/Church Road/A59 and HGVs
The Parish Council have been working with Katherine Fletcher MP having had a meeting with her in September 2021. Cllr Pryke has been dealing with many highways issues, LCC Highways, Police Crime Commissioner, Road Safety partnership etc. 

LCC Cllr Eddie Pope is heavily involved with the highways problems in the area and is working hard with Council LCC Highways Dept. for Safety Measures.

It was resolved by the Council to keep these road issues as  great concern to the Parish Council and understand this will be a long term issue.  LCC Cllr Eddie Pope will  keep the council updated. These issues will be placed as ongoing at each Parish Council meeting.
WLBC have issued new bins around Rufford , mainly Highsands. Numerous complaints by the public have been made with a number of bins in the wrong place.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to investigate.
1044/21  Public footpaths   

NONE

1045/21  Village Halls

              Rufford
NONE.

Holmeswood

Cllr Cummings has been approached by the Holmeswood Bowling Club, due to Coronovirus 19, the club is struggling for funds and the bowling green needs re-seeding etc. The club asked the Parish Council if they could donate towards this.
It was resolved by the council to donate £500 towards the work, subject to a notice being displayed for new members to join.

1046/21  Recreation Grounds 

NONE
1047/21  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE

1048/21  Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station

NONE
1049/21To note and approve the clerk’s report.. 
A number of complaints by the public have been made to the clerk regarding roadworks  at Trevor Road, Burscough, which is the road to Burscough Academy School.

LCC Cllr Pope stated the work has taken longer than anticipated and should be completed in the next few weeks.

1050/21   To note police information
NONE
1051/21       To note the date of the next Parish Council is scheduled for 18th October  2021.
It is noted that the date of the next Parish Council is scheduled for 18th October 2021.

Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.35 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
